
Steven Guerxa 

A l f redo Mendez, who grew up wi th Steven Guerra, 

knows Guerra t o  be a member of  t he FALN i n  Chicago. 

I n l at e 1976 or  ear l y  1977, the defendant Steven 

Guerra t ol d A l f redo Mendez t hat  he had been approached by 

two males-'who took him f or  a r i de i n  t hei r  car  and during 

the r i de asked Guerra i f  he wanted t o  join t he armed 

struggl e. Mendez, being a member  of  the Puerto Rican 

Soci al i st  Par t y a t  t he time, t ol d Guerra t o  ref use, si nce 

Mendez bel i eved t hat  these men pr obabl y were pol i ce o r  

Central  I ntel l i gence Agency agents. Guerra apparentl y took 

Mendezt advice. Later, i n  October of  1979, Guerra 

'recounted t h i s story  t o  Mendez and advised Mendez t hat  one 

of the men who had made t hi s approach t o  him had been Oscar  

Lopez, a convicted FALN member. 

During 1979, Mendez became more arid more involved 

i n  the work of  the MLN and spent much t i m e  working on MLN 

proj ects at  Borinquena Col lege i n  Chicago. He al so 

'attended MLN meetings wi th groups of about twenty (20)  t o  

twenty-f ive (25) people, duri ng which t i m e  di scussi ons 

revolved around t he need f or  armed st ruggl e i n order t o  

l i berate Puerto Rico. Those attendi ng these meetings 

included Steven Guerra, Jose Lopez and, on occasion, Robert 

Caldero. The meetings, hel d at  vari ous apartments, l ed 

Mendez t o  gr ow cl oser  t o  Lopez and Guerra as t he months 

passed. One one occasi on,  Guerra impressed Mendez by 



2 showi ng hi m a CRP communi que shor t l y af t er  t hat  gr oup had 

bombed somet hi ng i n Puer t o Ri co.  Mendez al so r ecal l s 

seei ng a FARP bookl et  in Jose Lopez'  house on a vi si t  

t her e.  The CRP and FARP ar e ot her  Puer t o Ri can t er r or i st  

gr oups.  

Mendez now bel i eves t hat  dur i ng l at e 1978 and 

ear l y 1979,  MLN member s,  par t i cul ar l y t he def endant  Guer r a 

and Jose Lopez,  wer e " f eel i ng hi m out "  f or  pot ent i al  

member shi p i n t he FALN By gi vi ng hi m t asks t o do at  t he 

school  and by wat chi ng t he way i n whi ch he conduct ed 

hi msel f ,  al t hough he was unawar e of  t hi s at  t he t i me.  I t  

was not  unt i l  t he ear l y summer  of  1979,  possi bl y i n Jul y,  

t hat  Mendez came t o suspect  t hat  somet hi ng mor e was 

i nvol ved.  At  t he t i me,  t he MLN was sponsor i ng a meet i ng at  

Nor t hwest er n Uni ver si t y,  and Lui s Rosado had come i nt o 

Chi cago f r om New Yor k t o addr ess t hi s sessi on.  Mendez went  

t o Nor t hwest er n i n t he bel i ef  t hat  t he gr oup mi ght  need 

someone t o di st r i but e l eaf l et s or  set  up a sound syst em.  

On ar r i vi ng,  Jose Lopez and t he def endant  Guer r a t ol d hi m 

t o go home because t hey want ed hi m t o do t hem a f avor .  

Lat er  i n t he day,  Guer r a and Lopez br ought  Rosado t o 

Mendezl, house and handed hi m a sheet  of  paper  on whi ch 

wer e i nst r uct i ons f or  hi m t o dr i ve Rosado ar ound t own unt i l  

3: 00 p. m.  t hat  dat e,  at  whi ch t i me he was t o br i ng hi m t o 

t he Gr eyhound bus st at i on in downt own Chi cago.  



. The note informed Mendez t hat  he was t o  avoid 

being fol lowed and i ndi cated t hat  no one must know what he 

was doing. The men then burned the note, af t er  which they 

l ef t ,  l eaving Rosado a t  t he Mendez residence. Mendez 

subsequently drove Rosado around the c i t y  during which time - , 

Rosado spoke out about the PSP (Puerto Rican Soci al i st  

Party)  and noted how the group had been defeated i n  the 

Puerto Rican el ect i ons because t hei r  l eadershi p had been 

af rai d t o  support armed st ruggl e i n  the independence 

movement. Mendez was given t he di st i nct  impression during 

the af ternoon t hat  Rosado was t ry i ng t o  f eel  him out as t o  

h i s pol i t i cal  bel i ef s, especi al l y  as regards the PSP. A t  

3: 00 p.m., Mendez dropped Rosado of f  a t  the bus stat i on and 

returned t o  hi s residence. He never saw Rosado again t hat  

day, and nei ther Lopez nor Guerra ever mentioned the 

i nci dent again. 

I n l at e August, 1979, Steven Guerra asked Mendez 

i f  he wanted t o  become involved i n the cl andesti ne 

movement. Although the FALN was not mentioned by name, 

Mendez understood the FALN was the group t o  which Guerra 

ref erred. Guerra explained t hat  the group was recrui t i ng 

many people a t  t hat  time and was doing a l o t  of  test i ng. 

H e i ndi cated t hat  money was not  a problem f or  the group and 

speci f i cal l y  stated they had recent l y done a job on t he 

East  Coast t hat  net ted them one hundred thousand dol l ars 



( $100, 000) .  He t ol d Mendez t hat  he had t o have hi s 

r esponse wi t hi n a mont h.  

Fol l owi ng t hi s di scussi on,  Mendez began t hi nki ng 

about  t he cl andest i ne movement ,  especi al l y i n r egar d t o how 

i t  coul d hel p poor  peopl e.  Al t hough he di d not  want  t o 
. . 

hur t  anyone,  Mendez began t o t hi nk about  t he " Robi n Hood1'  

aspect  of  what  Guer r a had sai d,  i . e. ,  r obbi ng t he r i ch t o 

hel p t he poor .  Wi t h t hi s i n mi nd,  Mendez i nf or med Guer r a 

t hat  he woul d accept  hi s of f er .  Guer r a sai d t hat  he woul d 

convey t he wor d and t hat  someone el se woul d t al k t o hi m i n 

t he f ut ur e about  t he si t uat i on.  

Shor t l y af t er  t he conver sat i on wi t h Guer r a,  Jose 

Lopez asked Mendez i f  t he answer  was I 1yest t .  When Mendez 

concur r ed,  Lopez asked hi m i f  he was awar e of  t he 

consequences.  When Mendez agai n concur r ed,  Lopez st at ed 

t hat  someone woul d be cont act i ng hi m.  He t ol d Mendez t hat  

f r om t hen on he was t o l i mi t  hi s cont act  wi t h hi m ( Lopez) .  

He al so caut i oned Mendez not  t o t el l  hi s wi f e about  hi s 

deci si on.  

Dur i ng t he l at t er  hal f  of  1979,  Mendez spent  a 

l ot  of  t i me wi t h t he def endant  St even Guer r a,  and became 

deepl y i nvol ved i n t he st r uggl e.  On one occasi on when 

di scussi ng wi t h Guer r a t he f i nanci al  di f f i cul t y of  t he 

st r uggl e,  Guer r a t ol d Mendez not  t o wor r y about  money.  

Guer r a t hen st at ed t hat  money was not  r eal l y t he pr obl em 



i t  seemed t o be, and t hat  al l  f unds di d not  come f r om f und 

r ai si ng,  but  r at her  t hat  some of i t  comes f r om l l Thi s" ,  

gest ur i ng wi t h hi s t humb and i ndex f i nger  as i f  poi nt i ng a 

gun 

Whi l e l odged i n Cook Count y Jai l  i n 1980,  Mendez 

was vi si t ed by Guer r a.  Guer r a t ol d Mendez t hat  t he FALN in 

Chi cago had r ecei ved one hundr ed t housand dol l ar s 

( $100, 000)  f r om gr oups i n Puer t o Ri co whi ch had been used 

f or  pur chase of  weapons and r ent i ng of  new saf e houses.  

Guer r a f ur t her  i ndi cat ed t hat  sever al  new peopl e had been 

r ecr ui t ed i nt o t he FALN.  Dur i ng anot her  conver sat i on i n 

1979,  Guer r a hi nt ed t hat  t he New Yor k FALN had r obbed an 

ar mor ed t r uck somet i me i n 1978.  

Thr ough Guer r a and ot her  sour ces,  Mendez was t ol d 

of  a br eakout  t hat  was pl anned f or  t he FALN member s when 

t hey wer e housed at  t he Dwi ght ,  I l l i noi s pr i son f aci l i t y.  

Thi s pl an was qui t e el abor at e and i ncl uded f l oor  pl ans,  

maps and i nt el l i gence i nf or mat i on r egar di ng t he number  and 

l ocat i on of  guar ds.  Mendez was t ol d t he onl y r eason t hat  

t he pl an was not  execut ed was because some of  t he f emal es 

hesi t at ed.  As a back- up t o t he pl an f or  an act ual  

br eakout ,  pl ans wer e al so di scussed t o demand r el ease of  . 
t he FALN by hi j acki ng a pl ane or  ki dnappi ng ei t her  a 

pol i t i can or  a pol i t i cal l y connect ed mi l l i onai r e.  Mendez 

st at ed t hat ,  whi l e i n pr i son,  bot h Guer r a and Al ex Tor r es 



conti nuousl y tol d him t o  be pat i ent ,  t hat  he would get  out. 

On one occasion, Guerra handed him a sl i p  of  paper which 

bore t he word l tunderground't. 

Guerra al so tal ked t o  Mendez about pl ans having 

been made t o  break Haydee Torres out  of  pr i son, st at i ng 

t hat  t her e were Chicanos working on i t. Guerra was al so 

supposed t o  par t i ci pate i n  t he A pr i l  4,  1980 armored car  

robbery which l ed t o  Mendez ' ar r est .  However, ~ u er r a*  was 

unabl e t o  par t i ci pate due t o  h i s impending marri age, and 

Mendez was ut i l i zed as a replacement. Guerra al so t o l d 

Mendez t hat  he (Guerra) helped ttcasel l  Bel levue Hospi tal  

pr i or  t o  the escape of  Wi l l iam Morales. 

Andres Rosado 

A l f redo Mendez has had only l i mi ted contact  wi th 

t he def endant Andres Rosado. However, Andres Rosado t ol d 

Mendez t hat  he supported t he "armed st ruggl et t . Rosado al so 

expressed hi s approval  f or  the v i ol ent  act i ons of  t he 

l lMacheterostt a t er r or i st  group based on t he i sl and of  

Puerto Rico. 

Jul i o Rosado 

A l f redo Mendez met t he defendant Jul i o Rosado a t  

l east  f i v e times, one of  which l ast ed f or  approximately one 

week. The defendant Steven Guerra l ed Mendez t o  bel i eve 

t hat  Rosado was a member of  t he FALN i n  var i ous 

conversat i ons i ncl udi ng one i n  which Mendez ref er red t o  


