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Office of the Governor

Springfield, Illinois 62706
Rod R. Blagojevich

Governor

July 17, 2007

The Honorable Michael Madigan

Speaker of the House of Representatives
Room 300 

State Capitol

The Honorable Tom Cross

House Minority Leader

Room 316

State Capitol

The Honorable Frank Watson

Senate Minority Leader

Room 309A

State Capitol
Dear Speaker Madigan, Leader Cross and Leader Watson:

In our last leaders’ meeting on Friday, there was general consensus among all participants to work in good faith toward a gaming package that could be used to pay debt service on a capital plan as well as increase funding for schools across the state.  Yesterday, your position took an abrupt turn and negotiations broke down over your refusal to dedicate some portion of new gaming revenue to education.

As you know, properly funding education has been a top priority for both Senate President Emil Jones and me, as well as for a majority of members in both chambers.  After you voiced opposition to the education funding streams Pres. Jones and I proposed separately – my tax fairness proposal and the Senate version of a gaming expansion plan – we both expressed willingness to work with you to adjust the plans so that Illinois could finally end its decades-old habit of under-funding education.  While I have traditionally opposed an expansion of gaming in Illinois, I have said I would be willing to accept it if it helps our schools and if the final budget package also includes an expansion of affordable health coverage for struggling middle-class families.  It is disappointing that, to date, you have shown strong resistance to similar compromise.

We have an important task to complete in the coming days and weeks.  The people of Illinois deserve a balanced budget that meets their needs.  I understand your desire to pass a capital plan.  But a budget that invests in infrastructure without providing resources for education and healthcare is not an option.  We must find a way to meet all of our obligations.  

Tomorrow at 2:00 p.m., I will convene a leaders meeting in my office to discuss viable options for funding education.  Now that you have effectively taken gaming off the table, I am asking you to take time today to consult with your caucuses and identify potential revenue sources for education that you could support without raising taxes on people.  I look forward to hearing your ideas and getting negotiations back on track tomorrow.

Sincerely,
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Rod R. Blagojevich

Governor 
CC:
The Honorable Emil Jones, Senate President

Room 327


State Capitol
_1158411952.bin

