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Subject:
Schakowsky Leads Kirk in 2010 U.S. Senate Match-up
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A statewide survey of 600 likely voters show Rep. Jan Schakowsky holding a 6-point lead over Rep. Mark Kirk in a potential 2010 Senate race. As voters learn more about the two candidates, Schakowsky’s lead over Kirk expands.
· Rep. Schakowsky leads Rep. Kirk by 6 points in a head-to-head matchup.  Schakowsky attracts 36% of the vote compared to just 30% for Kirk. Just under one-third of voters (32%) are undecided. 

· Introducing voters to the candidates helps Schakowsky establish herself as the favorite. After giving voters positive information about both candidates, Schakowsky opens up a 10-point lead over Kirk (46% to 36%), with only 19% undecided. 
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	Lake Research Partners designed and administered this survey of 600 telephone interviews of likely 2010 voters in Illinois.  The survey was conducted from December 20-22, 2008.  The margin of sampling error for this poll is +/- 4.0%. 


For more information on this Lake Research Partners’ survey, contact Celinda Lake or Daniel Gotoff at 202-776-9066 .
TEXT OF POSITIVE CANDIDATE STATEMENTS


Republican Congressman and former Navy Intelligence Officer Mark Kirk is an independent leader who has stood up against the culture of corruption, whether in Chicago, Springfield or Washington D.C., and regardless of political Party. Kirk has been a supporter of tough ethics laws, and believes the challenges we face demand leaders who are not compromised by past crimes. In Congress, Kirk has built a solid record around lower taxes, and a willingness to buck his own Party when it comes to protecting Medicare, funding for education, veterans benefits, transportation, and environmental clean-up. Kirk is the independent leader Illinois needs to get our economy moving again.





Democratic Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky began her public career as a teacher and young mom leading a successful national campaign to put freshness dates on food in supermarkets. A longtime consumer advocate, Jan has never been afraid to take on the lobbyists of the oil, insurance, and drug industries. In Congress, she has earned a reputation as a fighter for job creation here in Illinois not overseas, opposition to the war in Iraq, real retirement security and affordable health care for all Americans. Jan was the first Democratic member of Congress to call for Governor Blagojevich to resign or be impeached. A close ally of President Elect Obama and co-chair of his campaign, Jan will work with him to put the country back on track, create jobs, and re-instill a sense of hope for the future.
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