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JUSTICE PREVAILS FOR ORDINARY CITIZENS
“State Legislature Cannot Tip the Scales of Justice”
CHICAGO- Citizen Action/Illinois, the state’s largest public interest group, applauded the decision of Circuit Court of Cook County Judge Diane Joan Larsen, when she ruled today that caps on medical malpractice awards in Illinois are unconstitutional. The Illinois cap has proved devastating for families who have suffered catastrophic injuries such as Abigale LeBron, an infant who suffered brain damage, and on whose behalf the constitutional challenge was launched.
“This is the second time in a little over a decade that the Illinois courts have declared caps on noneconomic damages unconstitutional.  Today’s decision is landmark in that it clearly lays out the case that the state legislature cannot tip the scales of justice to the disadvantage of consumers,” said Lynda DeLaforgue, co-director, Citizen Action/Illinois.
 “The decision further proves that instead of protecting big drug and insurance company profits, we should be focusing on ensuring that hospitals and nursing homes are fully staffed, that care is improved so that there are fewer errors, that incompetent doctors are fully disciplined, and that insurance companies are made to open their books and justify their exorbitant rate increases,” DeLaforgue concluded.  
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