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For immediate release: June 29, 2007
For more information:



Sen. Sandoval: (708) 656-2002 Chicago
SANDOVAL RELEASES STATEMENT ON OVERTIME SESSION
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois —State Senator Martin A. Sandoval (D-Chicago) has released statement concerning the overtime session.
“I’ve heard a lot this week about how bad it would be if we had a government shutdown.

We're supposed to vote for this budget because we have to avoid, at all costs, a government shutdown.

Let me tell you about government shutdowns. In my community, there is one going on right now.... there are 3700 children but only enough classrooms for 2500 of them. So that means that 1200 children face a government shut-down in education  every day of the year. They get bused out of their neighborhoods every day to go to school. 

Let me tell you about another government shutdown. At the end of summer, the CTA and Pace are shutting down big chunks of their service.  People going to work on the Cicero bus are going to be out of luck because there won't be a Cicero bus and that means they can't get to work. So they'll be shut out of a job.

Those are current government shutdowns.

What are we going to do about them? Nothing, nada, zero, zilcho!
This budget does nothing to solve those current government shutdowns.

Instead this budget perpetuates the status quo.

Let me tell you what this budget is.

This budget is a no-growth budget. Sound familiar?


It may be for only one month and not twelve months.


But it's a real budget for the first month of fiscal year 2008.

The easy thing to do is to wave the white flag, pass this budget and go home to parades and picnics and tell the people we're fighting for them.

I can not face my constituents and tell them I voted for a budget that doesn't build a school, doesn't save their bus routes, doesn't protect grandma and grandpa from getting taxed out of their homes yet finds the resources to keep the paychecks flowing for the state employees who drive department heads around town and keeps the paychecks flowing for the IDOT pilot that we all love to hate who ferries our governor back and forth.

I know my President doesn't like this budget. I don't either.

And I support my President, Emil Jones, Jr., in his never-ending battle for a real budget that speaks to Democratic values with investments in education and transportation and tax fairness.

But I can not and will not support this or any other no-growth budget that perpetuates the ongoing government shutdowns of the status quo in my community and others from Cairo to Chicago.”
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