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MEMORANDUM

TO:
Urquhart Media

FROM:
B.J. Martino

DATE: October 7, 2006

RE:
Summary Findings from a Survey of Voter Attitudes in Cook County, Illinois

______________________________________________________________________________

In the race for Cook County Board President, Tony Peraica has opened an 8-point lead over his opponent, Todd Stroger.  Forty-eight percent (48%) are currently supporting Peraica, while forty percent (40%) say they support Stroger.  Twelve percent (12%) are undecided.  In our July survey, Peraica was up by just four points over Stroger – Peraica led at that time by 42%-38%, with 20% undecided.

Cook County Board President Ballot
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Currently, 64% of voters in the county have heard of Tony Peraica, with 31% having a favorable impression of him and 15% an unfavorable impression. This represents a significant increase in name recognition and favorables since our July survey, when Tony Peraica was recognized by just 43% of voters, and had a 20% favorable to 9% unfavorable rating. 

Meanwhile, Todd Stroger, known by 93% of voters, has a 28% favorable rating, against fully 50% unfavorable.  This represents a movement backward for Stroger from July, when he had 97% name recognition, and a favorable/unfavorable rating of 29% favorable to 43% unfavorable.

Sixty-two percent (62%) have heard of both candidates, and 44% have a hard image of both (either favorable or unfavorable).  Among those who have heard of both candidates, Peraica’s lead climbs to 52% to 37%, while among those voters who have a hard image of both, Peraica nearly doubles Stroger on the ballot, 61% to 33%.

These numbers are all the more stunning when looking at usual vote behavior in the county.  Those who know both candidates say their usual vote behavior is just 22% Republican and 65% Democratic, and those with a hard image of both are usually 20% Republican to 68% Democratic.

At this time, 45% of voters say they have seen, read or heard something about Tony Peraica and his campaign for Cook County Board President; asked if what they had seen, read, or heard made them more or less likely to support Peraica, 56% said they were “more likely,” while 22% answered “less likely.” 

Meanwhile, 68% say they have seen, read, or heard something about Todd Stroger and his campaign.  Asked if what they had seen, read, or heard made them more or less likely to support Stroger, 29% said they were “more likely,” while 61% answered “less likely.”

Among those who have seen, read or heard something from BOTH candidates and their campaigns, the current ballot test result is 65% Peraica to 24% Stroger.

Finally, Tony Peraica is receiving strong support in his campaign for County Board President from voters in his home base, the 16th Commissioner District.  In the 16th, Peraica leads Stroger by 35 points, 62% to 27%, and Peraica maintains a very favorable image of 47% favorable against just 7% unfavorable.

As voters learn about Tony and learn more about his campaign for County Board President, they are strongly inclined to support him.  The imperative for the Peraica campaign is to continue to broaden the conversation with voters, and have the resources to properly communicate in the final weeks.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Survey of Voters Countywide:

All respondents interviewed in this countywide study were part of a fully representative sample of N=400 registered “likely” voters.  The margin of error for the sample is +/- 4.9% in 19 of 20 cases.  The interviews were conducted on October 2-5, 2006.

The sample of voters in the county included 59% of voters who self-identified as white, 23% as African-American, 13% as Hispanic, and 5% replied they were some other race, were unsure or refused to answer the question.  Asked “which of these statements best describes how you have usually voted in past elections?” just 24% say they usually vote Republican, and fully 65% usually vote Democratic.

Survey of Voters in the 16th Commissioner District

All respondents interviewed in the study of voters in the 16th Commissioner District were part of a fully representative sample of N=302 registered “likely” voters.  The margin of error for the sample is +/- 5.8% in 19 of 20 cases.  The interviews were conducted on October 2-5, 2006.

The sample of voters in the Commissioner District included 74% of voters who self-identified as white, 19% as Hispanic, 2% as African-American, and 5% replied they were some other race, were unsure or refused to answer the question.  Asked “which of these statements best describes how you have usually voted in past elections?” 38% say they usually vote Republican, and fully 44% usually vote Democratic.
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